


	

This is one of the most powerful 

stories in the Gospels and reveals the 

awesome love and compassion of 

God. We can draw three teachings 

from it: God forgives and calls sinners 

to conversion, we are all sinners, 

and we should never judge or 

condemn others.

	 The woman received not only 

forgiveness but also new hope and 

new life. Today, Jesus continues to 

invite us to this new life and challenges 

us to o�er it to our brothers and sisters. 

	 How easily do we condemn others? 

How quick are we to point a �nger at 

those who have fallen? The story of 

the woman forces us to look inside 

for our own “stones.” At one time or 

another, we all feel compelled to cast 

the �rst stone. 

	 If we really pay attention to Jesus’ 

challenge to the crowd, “Let anyone 

among you who is without sin be  

the �rst . . .” (John 8:7), we will 

realize that we share giftedness and 

limitations, generosity and greed, 

moments of grace and moments  

of sin. The Good News is that in the 

midst of our struggles we hear a  

voice saying, “Neither do I condemn 

you. Go your way, and from now on 

do not sin again” (John 8:11).

Responding to God’s Word . . .
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In his book Now I See, Arnold Lunn 
notes that for centuries people have 
wondered what Jesus wrote in the 
dust with his �nger. He writes, “Had 
Tolstoy invented that touch, Christ 
would have written something very 
telling . . . but nothing half so telling 
as the silence of John.” Jesus’ 
silent action in today’s reading 
is sometimes called an “action” 
parable. That is, Jesus makes an 
important point more by what he 
does than by what he says. Other 
action parables include the times 
Jesus ate with sinners and washed 
the feet of his disciples.

For reflection . . .
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ONE MUST NoT oNLY PREACH  
A SERMoN WITH HIS VoICE,  
HE MUST PREACH IT WITH HIS LIFE.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

FROM ACTION BY MARK LINK, SJ

Meditation 
Moment
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Loving God,

you are a God of  

compassion and forgiveness.  

Thank you for always giving us  

new opportunities to change and  

become who we are called to be. Help  

us remain faithful to you and slow to pass 

judgment on others. Give us a spirit of  

understanding and compassion  

towards all, including ourselves.  

We ask this in the name  

of Jesus, the  

Christ. Amen.

Saint Benjamin, Martyr  
died c. 424

Around 420, the King of Persia 

submitted Christians to the 

cruelest tortures. Benjamin, a 

deacon, was o�ered freedom on 

condition that he would never 

speak about religion. He declared 

it was his duty to preach Christ 

and could not be silent. He was 

tortured, and he died in the most 

terrible agony. His feast day is 

celebrated on March 31.
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Carry this thought in your 
heart as a guide for your faith 
journey this week.

Go your way, and from 
now on do not sin again.

John 8:11

S U gg E st  I O N s
Use one of these suggestions or 
one of your own to respond to 
God’s Word this week.

In the home. Talk about a time 
when someone in the family 
acted judgmentally. Ask your 
family how they felt, then repeat 
together the last words of Jesus 
in today’s Gospel.

In the workplace or in school. 
Ask a friend to tell you about a 
time when they felt judged by 
others. Ask them if they have 
also behaved the same way.

In the community. Gather 
a group in the church or in 
a home to re�ect on Jesus’ 
commandment to never judge 
one another.


