


The Resurrection is the prism through
which all of the gospel accounts were
written. It is the fundamental truth of
the Christian faith. Thus, we ought to
take time during this Easter season
to re ect upon the meaning of the
Resurrection for us today.

Jesus’ Resurrection gives meaning
to the paradox of the Cross and
makes sense of pain, su ering, and
death. Death is not an end but the
beginning of a life that is forever. The
incarnate Jesus took human pain,
su ering, and death upon himself and
passed through darkness into a new
light to open a path of life for all.
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The good news of Easter is that
Jesus has triumphed over sin and
evil—and so will we if we open our
hearts to his Easter power. The
good news of Easter is that every
Good Friday in our lives can be
turned into an Easter Sunday. The
good news of Easter is that nothing
can defeat us anymore—not pain,
not sorrow, not even death. The
good news of Easter is that Jesus
will work a miracle in our lives on
this very day if we will but open our
hearts to his Easter power.
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Through the Resurrection, God
anoints and sanctions everything
Jesus taught and lived. Jesus’ words
and actions were o0 ered to us
through his life. The Resurrection
empowers us, through the giving
of the Holy Spirit, to go and do
likewise.

The historical Jesus is risen to a
newness of life as the “Lord of the
Universe.” He is the starting point
and the ending goal, the Alpha and
Omega, of human history. Jesus of
Nazareth moved beyond any human
con nement of space and time to be
our Eternal Light.
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Rejoice, all creation.

Sing out the choirs of the

heavens: Jesus has risen,
conquering sin and death! We praise
and thank God for the gift of his Son,
who set us free and made us children
of God and heirs of Heaven. May this

Easter feast nourish our souls and
enliven our Spirits for the sake

of God’s reign. Amen.

Carry this thought in your heart
as a guide for your faith journey
this week.

| truly understand that God
shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who
fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him.

Acts 10:34-35

SUGGESTIONS

Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.

In the home. Look for signs of
new life in creation, and create
a list to display in a prominent
place in your home.

In the workplace or in school.
Gather with classmates

or coworkers to read and
discuss the post-Resurrection
appearances of Jesus.

In the community. During the
Easter season, beautify your
neighborhood by planting a
vegetable garden, owering
bulbs, or tree in a place where all
can enjoy.
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The bewildered Peter in
today’s Gospel becomes
the proclaimer of the

V!

core message of Jesus’
Resurrection in today’s First
Reading from Acts 10:34a,
37-43. Peter was a bit slow

to understand, but once
he grasped the truth of the

Spirit’s prodding, he was
animated and enthusiastic.
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