


	

Whenever God gives us a second 
chance, it is cause for gratitude. A 
mistake can be remedied. A missed 
opportunity can at last be embraced. 
Moreover, second chances come with 
increased wisdom. Knowing the pain 
of our �rst miscalculation, we can 
approach the new opportunity with 
renewed determination. 
	 A signi�cant relationship can end in 
disaster. Yet if we are given another 
person to love, we can enter that 
relationship with a deeper sense of 
its value. A serious unfaithfulness 
can threaten our marriage. Yet if 
that failure is forgiven, it provides 
the reason to love our spouse even 

more. Alienation between parents and 
children can arise for reasons which 
are not completely clear. Yet if events 
permit an unexpected reconciliation, 
we can resume these relationships 
with greater humility and lasting 
thankfulness.
	 Of course, second chances cannot 
be guaranteed, but we should always 
live in hope. Our God is a God of 
second chances. Peter came to know 
this truth and live it. We should live in 
expectation of another opportunity. 
We were called once. We can be 
called again. Through God’s grace, 
the locked doors of our lives can 
be reopened. 

Responding to God’s Word . . .
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Harry Lloyd once said, “I thank 
God that I live in a country where 
dreams can come true, where 
failure sometimes is the �rst step 
to success.” We can say the same 
about our faith—as today’s gospel 
story illustrates.

For re�ection . . .
“E������� ��� ��� ����� ���  
������� ���� ��� F����� ����� �� ��.”

MAKE READY FOR CHRIST,  
WHOSE SmILE, LIKE LIGHTNING,  
SETS FREE THE SONG OF  
EVERLASTING GLORY THAT  
NOW SLEEPS IN YOUR PAPER  
FLESH, LIKE DYNAmITE.
        T        HOmAS MERTON

FROM ACTION BY MARK LINK, SJ

Meditation 
Moment
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Gracious God,  

you are always calling me  

to love and joy. You o�er me daily 

possibilities for unity and reconciliation.  

Yet I often miss your o�ers for a deeper life. 

Help me, Lord! Help me open myself  

to your grace. Help me believe that,  

despite my past failures, you will still  

o�er me happiness. Lord, when you  

open a path in the wilderness, give  

me the courage to take it.  

Amen.

King David  
1000–962 B.C.

David was the greatest king 

of Jewish history. He was an 

e�ective leader who united Israel 

and made Jerusalem its capital. 

He was also a �awed man who 

often fell short of his calling. After 

his murder of Uriah, the husband 

of Bathsheba, he repented of his 

sin. God gave David a second 

chance to lead the people.
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Carry this thought in your heart 
as a guide for your faith journey 
this week.

You deliver a humble 
people, but your eyes are 
upon the haughty to bring 
them down. Indeed, you 
are my lamp, O Lord, the 
Lord lightens my darkness.

2 Samuel 22:28–29 

S U gg E s T i O N s
Use one of these suggestions or 
one of your own to respond to 
God’s Word this week.

In the home. Share with another 
family member a time when you 
realized that you had been given 
a second chance to do good.

In the workplace or in school. 
Identify someone who may 
distrust you or doubt your 
good intentions. Look for an 
opportunity to improve that 
relationship.

In the community. Recall an 
opportunity to serve that you 
previously were unable to 
accept. Ask yourself whether 
now is the right time to do so.


